
Crossroad
ith all the controversy about
kids and sports today, it

reminds me of an experience I had
a few years ago. You might recall
that hack then the Wixom Christ-
ian School at the First Baptist
Church had some teams that were
state-championship caliber. I asked
the pastor, Claude Wiggins, how he
and his coaches approach the
downside of losing when talking
with their young athletes. Pastor
Wiggins explained to me how they
teach the youngsters that, in any
competition, there are three keys
to winning.

He said, the first is doing your
best — giving it your best effort to
make that perfect pass, run your
fastest time or hit the shot when it
really counts. The second key is the
fellowship and camaraderie that
must be shown during the course
of the competition — not only with
your teammates, hut also your
opponents. The third key, Pastor
Wiggins went on to say, is the least
important of all —winning the corn-
petition. He said that too many
times we dwell on the score and

not the complete experience of
competition - the other two keys.

Trying your best and gaining the
respect and friendship of your fl-
low competitor are even more
important than the score or win-
fling the event. The true winners,
we must reinforce to our children,
are those who do their best, prac-
tice good sportsmanship and play
by the rules. And, yes, sometimes
they also have the best time or
score and win the competition.
Wixom continues to he the best
place to live in and work in.

Mayor Mike McDonald

Wixom Logo On Race Car

Sporting a City of Wixom Logo, #49
"The Coyote," Randy Ruhlman, his crew
and Ruhlman Motorsports, placed sixth in
the Detroit Grand Prix Trans-Am Series.

Ruhiman Motorsports maintain their
shop in Wixom. Their next race will be
August 19th in Elkhart Lake, WI.

Thanks for shos ing your Community
Spirit and Good Luck from all sour Wixom
Racing Fans!

Reminders...
U Refuse containers cannot

be any larger than 32 gal-
lons in size. If you do have
one larger than this,
please do not use it in the
future. Waste Management
workers are not required
to lift containers larger
than 32 gallons. Thank you
for your cooperation.

U Tuesday, Aug. 1 is National
Night Out. Please keep
porch lights on and interact
with neighbors from 7-9pm.

* Don't forget to vot&
Primary Election August 8.
See story on page 4.
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From the Mayor's Desk...

The Time
Is Ripe
For A
Farmer's
Market

Join the City of Wixom Saturday
mornings for the new Farmer's Market.

Beginning Sept. 9th — October 28th
(8 weeks) come to the Community

Center from 8 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. to see
what local vendors have to offer.

The Circus is
Coming to Town

Monday, Aug. 14th
The Kelly Miller Circus is coming

to GilberL Willis Park.

Tickets are available
for the 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. shows

at Community Services.
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DPS & Building
Department News
• Industrial permits issued are up 6% from last

year with 23 buildings currently under con-
struction with 15 more in the planning stages.

• There are currently 121 homes under con-
struction within the city.

• Site Plan reviews and engineering activities
are up 20% from last year with 158 single fam-
ily home occupancies being issued thus far.
This is up 56% from last year.

• We are anticipating the opening of a Wendy's
Restaurant in September at the corner of
Wixom and West.

• We are also anticipating the opening of the
Baymont Inn & Suites Hotel in January 2001.

• You will notice new pedestrian signals at
Wixom and Potter and Wixom and West
Maple Roads in conjunction with the bikepath
projects this fall.

Water Main
Update
• The elevated storage tank is

now in operation.
• Final restoration work has

been done for Wixom, West,
Grand River and 12 Mile Roads. All watermain
and water service leads have been installed.

• Watermain installation has been completed
with the system placed on line and available
for use in the Hickory Hills (& Finn Camp
Areas) Subdivision. Final restoration is near-
ing completion.

• Watermain installation has been completed
and is available for use in the Birch Park Subdi-
vision area (Lake View and Loon Lake Road
area). Restoration work is nearing completion.

• Transmission water main installation along
Wixom Road north of Pontiac Trail, W.
Maple, Loon Lake and Charms Roads has
begun with more than 50% of the pipe having
been installed.

• DWSD has awarded the contract for the 42"
water main extension from the East Side of
Walled Lake to W. Maple & Beck Roads.

These are just a few of the highlights taking
place in the Public Service and Building
Departments. We would like to thank you for
your continued patience with the water main
project. This is a huge undertaking, which will
be of great benefit in the end. Should you have
any questions or need information please do
not hesitate to call us at: Public Services (248)
624-4664 or Building (248) 624-0880.
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FROM THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT

Late Payments
Penalty and interest will be applied to all tax bills received after
August 31, 2000. If this amount is not included in the payment
mailed to us, we will accept your payment as a partial payment
and bill you for the balance due.

* August, 2000*
Beginning in August The City of Wixom will be implementing a pro-
gram that will allow residents to pay their property taxes by cred-
it card over the telephone or via the Internet. American Express,
Discover, MasterCard and Visa are the cards that will be accept-
ed by the program. The new system is scheduled to go live some
time in August. This service will be provided by Official Payments
Corp. and they will charge the customer a fee for using this pay-
ment method. The fee schedule for payments up to $6399.99 is
listed below. You can also access a fee schedule for higher pay-
ment amounts, along with other information on the service, via
the Internet at www.officialpayments.com

Payment Amount
ToFrom Fee

0 99.99 $3
100 199.99 $6
200 399.99 $11
400 59999 $16
600 999.99 $25
1000 1399.99 $35
1400 1999.99 $49
2000 2699.99 $68
2700 3499.99 $87
3500 4399.99 $109
4400 5399.99 $133
5400 6399.99 $159

A property tax information line will also be available in August that
will allow you to access your tax information over the telephone.
The toll free number for the tax line will be 1-888-600-3773 or
248-858-0025.

Payment Methods
Our office is open from 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Monday-Friday.
For your convenience, we have also enclosed an envelope for pay-
ments to be made by mail. There is also a drop box located out-
side the front doors of City Hall for your payments. If you are a
homeowner who pays us directly, you have received an OCR
encoded bill. This is perforated through the middle for easy sepa-
ration. You must return the top half of the bill. The lower half Of
the bill is your receipt, along wfth your cancelled check.
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Are you sitting at home wondering
what you have checked out on your
library card and when it's due? Well,
you can check from home if you have
internet access. Here's how:

From The Library Network website
(http://tln.lib.mi.us) choose the Cata-
log button. Then choose TLN Web
Catalog followed by About My
Account. After you enter your library
card number and your PIN number
(which is normally the last four digits
of your phone number) you will see a
listing of materials you have checked
out on your card along with each due
date. If you have any fines owing they
will be listed as well as any outstanding
requests you have made. At this time
you may not renew items over the
internet, although that option will be
available in the near future.

While you are at The Library Net-
work website, you might also want to
check out the Databases Accessible
From Home or click on the Home-
pages button to access our own Wixom
Public Library website. If you have any
problems, let us assist you.

News
The verdict is in — you love our new
music CD collection! We have quite a
variety, and it's growing each week.
Don't forget, we have music CD's in
our children's department as well. If
there are artists or particular CD's you
would like to see added please let us
know, and we will see what we can do.

Children's Department News
If you have joined our Summer

Reading Club for children ages 2-10 or
the Retro Readers for those entering
grades 5-8 there is still time to finish up
your reading in order to be invited to
the Closing Celebration for your club.
See you there!

Fall will be here before you know it,
and registration for Fall Children's
programs will begin on September
11th. We have expanded our offering
of storytimes. We have added "Mother
Goose" for one-year-olds and "Fantas-
tic Fridays" for children age 2 to 6 with
an adult. Check our Children's
Newsletter in the library for details.

Hey. . .What Are
You Dumping
In My River??

The Rouge and Huron Rivers and
their many branches that run through
the City of Wixom are home to numer-
ous species of animals and plants. The
banks and bottom of the river offer
shelter to American Toads, Western
Chorus Frogs, and Wood Frogs. The
banks of the river provide a safe place
for young maple trees, as well as tower-
ing oaks. These natural resources
make Wixom a distinguished place to
live and work.

There are many threats to these nat-
ural resources that endanger the liveli-
hood of the rivers. Individuals and
commercial businesses sometimes dis-
pose of waste by tossing it into the river
or on the riverbanks. There are also

discharges of untreat-
ed wastewater from
unregulated pipes.
These are called illicit
discharges. An illicit dis-
charge is the dis-
charge of untreated
sanitary wastewater or
other polluting mate-
rials into a river,
stream or other water
from improper sewage
connections; effluent
from improperly
designed and/or
operated septic systems; sanitary sewer
overflows, improper disposal of waste
products, or other discharges not com-
posed entirely of storm water. The
Oakland County Drain Commission
has initiated a hotline, providing
access to a wide variety of environmen-
tal services 7 days a week: (248) 858-

0931. If you are wit-
ness to suspicious
activities, or know of a
possible illicit dis-

. charge, please call this
number.

These illicit dis-
' charges can cause sig-

problems for
our rivers, as well as
degrade the quality of
the natural resources.

".. The City of Wixom
needs help to locate

• these illicit discharges
and cliniinatc the source. If you see
someone dumping waste, refuse or an
odd-looking substance anywhere in
th City of Wixom, especially near the
River, please contact the City of
Wixom Department of Public Services
at (248) 624-4664.
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From the Library Director Kim Potter

Friends of the Wixom
Public Library

Join us for the next meeting
of the Friends of the Wixom
Library on Wednesday, Oct 18th
at 7:00 p.m. in the Library meet-
ing room. The Friends actively
support the Library by raising
money through an annual book
sale, and on-going sale of paper-
back books from the lobby.
Money raised will be used to pur-
chase a large fish tank for the
library for everyone to enjoy.
The Friends will also be support-
ing the monthly maintenance of
the fish tank. It should be in
place by the middle of August, so
watch for it!

Our big fundraiser each year
is the Annual Fall Used Book
Sale, coming up October 19-21.
Donations are appreciated,
although we cannot accept
books that are in bad condition,
textbooks or any magazines.
Help, of course, is always appre-
ciated and much needed. Call
624-2512 for more information.

CHECK THE LIBRARY OR THE COMMUNITY
SERVICES PROGRAM BROCHURE, WHICH IS
MAILED TO YOUR HOME, FOR FURTHER INFOR-
MATION AND CURRENT LIBRARY PROGRAMS.
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City Clerk's Office
M ichigan voters will be casting

their votes at the Primary Elec-
tion to be held on Tuesday, August 8,
2000. Polls will be open that day from
7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Absent voter
ballots are now available at the City
Clerk's Office for duly qualified and
registered electors who (1) are 60
years of age or older, (2) expect to be
absent from the community for the
entire time the polls are open on
election day, (3) are physically unable
to attend the poils without the assis-
tance of another, (4) cannot attend
the polls because of the tenets of
their religion, (5) have been appoint-
ed as an election precinct inspector
in a precinct other than the one
where they reside, or (6) cannot
attend the polls because they are con-
fined to jail awaiting arraignment or
trial.

If you're in City Hall, try to stop by
the City Clerk's Office to meet the
new face in our office, AnnaCrippen.
Anna, with her pleasant personality
and willingness to work and learn,
has been with us-for about six weeks
now and is proving to be a valuable
addition to our staff. If you get a
chance, we encourage you to join us
in welcoming Anna to our City Hall
family.

-

Wixom Historical
Society

In today's hurry-scurry world, with
schools focused on so many current
issues, it is important for us to help
our children learn about our past

and the people and
events that forged
our nation.

The Society wel-
comes new mem-
bers, young and

old to join us in celebrating our his-
tory and preserving the physical
reminders of an earlier day. The Soci-
ety meets on the third Monday of
each month, September through
June at 7:30 at Wixom City Hall.
Membership dues are nominal:
Family: $10 — Adult: $5 — Seniors
(65+): $3. We would be happy to see
you in September.

Citizens Police Academy
Begins September 13th

The Wixom, Novi, Walled Lake,
and Wolverine Lake Police Depart-
ments will again sponsor the Lakes
Area Citizens Police Academy begin-
ning September 13, 2000. The pur-
pose of this academy is to explain the
operations of our community's
police agency and to describe the
complexity of the criminal justice sys-
tem.- Its goal is to enhance each stu-
dent's understanding of police
practices and procedures.

The c9mmunities of Wixom,
Walled Lake, and Novi collaborated
and formed this academy (Michi-
gan's first citizens police academy) in
the spring of 1994, and the Wolverine
Lake Police Department became a
partner in 1998. The Lakes Area Citi-
zens' Police Academy is held semian-
nually and is a thirty-hour block of
instruction that culminates in a grad-
uation and banquet ceremony for
participants and their spouses. Each
academy consists of ten three-hour
units of instruction that cover such
diverse topics as police training,
criminal investigations, traffic

- enforcement, juvenile law, and the
manner by which police typically
interact with courts and prosecutors'
offices. Instruction in these and
other topics consists of lectures,
demonstrations, tours, and hands-on
experiences. It provides opportuni-
ties for academy. students to ride with
patrol officers and participate in
police training. Police personnel
from each police agency and repre-
sentatives of other criminal justice
agencies (e.g. County Prosecutor's
and Medical Examiner's Office, Dis-
trict Court, MSP Scientific Analysis

Unit, and etc.) furnish academy
instruction. There is no cost to par-
ticipate as a student.

Academy students are selected
from applications filed by residents
or business-owners of each communi-
ty. Applicants are required to be +21
years-of-age and to pass a criminal
background check.

Applications are available at police
offices between 9 AM & 5 PM week-
days, or by mail. We encourage resi-
dents to consider attending this
academy and getting-to-know their
police department better. Persons
with questions can call
(248.624.6114) and speak with Sgt.
Richard Howe, Police Operations
Supervisor or Melody Ziegler, Police
Secretary.

Back To School
With school back in session soon,

the Police Department asks all dri-
vers to be alert for children walking
to and from school. Please remember
that it is unsafe and illegal to pass a
school bus that is stopped and dis-
playing its flashing stop-lights.

Parents should also advise their
children to promptly report anyone
that stops and talks to them when
going to or from school. Parents
should report these incidents to the
Police Department immediately if
they should occur.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, August 1, 2000 is National

Night Out. We ask that all residents
keep their porch lights on and inter-
act with your neighbors from 7-9 p.m.
on this date. Police patrols will be vis-
ible in all subdivisions.
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From the Wixom Police Department

Household Hazardous Waste Day
As a member community of RRRASOC (248-208-2270) you are invited to par-
ticipate in the NOVI Household Hazardous Waste Day collection scheduled
for Saturday, September 9, 2000 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Novi DPW, 26300
DelWal Drive (north of 11 Mile and West of Meadowbrook). Another collec-
tion will be held Saturday, October 14th in Southfield. For more information
please call RERASOC or pick up a flyer at City Hall (DPW Dept).
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From the Fire Department. . a

What is the meaning of volunteerisin?
When there is a raging storm and wires are down, they are there.
When there is a roaring fire and someone needs to be rescued, they are there.
I'I'7,en someone in our coin niunity needs help, these dedicated individuals are there.

()f all the s ords that could he used to (Ic erihe (;eorge I ;isicli, tlie iiies that
standout 111051 are gi\iilg atid caring. He exemplifies the true Ilieaningof\olllll-
tee! i 5111.

( george joined the \Vixoin Fiie 1)epartinent ill I ¶hil , while it ssas still a lledg—
hug, eoj)iIlg with organh/ation and procedures. He coninutted his time, talents
and (le\otiou 10 a (leptll that iiiade au elloriliotis eoiitribuitioui to the depart—
lucius grosth and (levelopnuellt. \s e1l as spendiuig iuan\, iuuaiiv uian—luours
''tiiidei a ii tick, he helped to estihlishi a coiuupreheiusie lu1i'C11d11ie1l (li\ iSioll,
itieltiditig regiilai thai lutenailee seliedtiles, svstelllatic otilerint4 of supplies aiiil
record keeping. Vuith his professional hackgroi uud. ( eorge ha literal1 keptthe
department rolling O\el the last 3)) 'eais. His iluaillteuuanee duties have been in
addition to his regular Inc telated responsibilities including training, lire light-
ing iiud later his duties as Lieutenant, Captain and uos Assistant Chief.

(;tge and his s ife Corinne (lecided 10 settle in \\ixoun iii 1957, setting doui
roots for the first tulle, having iiiosed about during their early sears of Iliarriage.
Ibis included several sears in 5daska, shile George honed his mechaiuueal skills,
training aiid working at a ( •etueral Motors dealership.

Born ill \larqtiette, raised in \Iiiiiising with later school sears spent in \Valled
Lake, lie enlisted in the Navy in 19 11, and ser ed on the aircraft earlier I ;ngh
in the Soiitlu Pacific. After thue war, he sorked aboard an iron ore carrier for the
( le'eland. Cliffs Shipping ( onupaiuv on the Great Lakes. En 1950 lie nuo ed to
Alaska. Liu 195 1 's hue training in Michigan, (;e)rgr' and Corinne (Gareho
\ere niai I ue(l, liiug iii (otdoa and Anchorage before their nto\e ha( k 10
\1i luigan and to Vixoiuu. \Vluile he orked in the l'xectitus e ( ;1rIge of the Ford
Motor Conlpatu\. George and Corinne raised a Biunil\ of S children. \\liielu nos
includes 13 grandchildren.

I he Lisiehi 's are a fiie-fighting hiuuuil\. ihieir oldest son loin started as a fire
fighter for \\i\onu. Louis sife \Iaril\tu (Croft) was also a \Vixonu fire fighter.
ihueir son l)aid is no\t an \ssistant Chief with the \Vixoiiu Fite De'partnueiut. For
mans seats Corinne was i esponsible for one of the fie Fire Depautnuent fan-out
phones placed in fire lighters homes to alert volunteers of an enlergenc\.

hiu addition to the time spent at tile Fire l)epartnuent, George has ahisass
devoted his tulle and talents to Ins church, Si. Mattheis s I iitheraui in \Valled
lake, seu\ ing as trustee, usher and oltinteer for eoiuitless undertakings. i'lus
de\otiotu to his huth nurtured the new church, helping it to de chop and grow.

Siu i' ('tiring f loin Ford in I 95(), Geouge has not slos ed down. Along with all
else, he i oiked with the FISh I Orgatu ization of the Departnien I of Social Ser—
ices, gatlieii ig and (histlihilting food and elotluing to those in need atud spend-

lug tulle witlu his usife, children auud guandehuildren. If there is1 to\ to he fixed,
or hiaiud to he held. George is there.

\ol 1111 leering iuueaius GIVING and CARING.
george I ; siehu iuueans GIVING atud CARING.

,\,f ter 39 years with thue Depart nuetut, George is retiring.

1 hank on and you take with von all our good s ishes and sincere appreciation
Ge( uge. oiu is ill he missed uuuore t han von is ill know.

New Fire Hydrants

With new hydrants popping up all over town we wanted to remind you that
it is unlawful to park within 15', any direction, of a fire hydrant.

i 1 .1 -, 'I

Welcome

WIXOM WEBSITE
\'lsit the Wi \Ot1i \\ehsitr' at

\\\\\\.CI.\\ I\Ofll.liti.tls

A tl\ lhttCsttotls. Coin uuient s. stics
tiouls can he diuccied to the \\eh
Editor.

Wixom
Goodfel lows

111111 to tune, the (fi le'.t loll us
raised. "\\lto ne the \\ t\olll ( ,oodieh
lons" It is au olgtluiIalioll that hi,ts
been a tOe ui Vu I\olii siio (' 957
I lieu \lissioii 51,111 went .s: I in
\\l\oull (,oouhfeilon'," sit,uhi ui osidt
stijupi lIt II) f,nii lie, SI) ,til IIll \\j\,( fill

lu 11(11(11 km us t lie p us .111(1 spIt

(,iui istnuas. 1 lie \\ totii ( ,oodfthloos
is ill also pi os ide utica iii igf ni 1(111p11

ii \ Slipf)Oi 1 II I \l (Ill lonuhues iii

need tin igiu tile cut I is ,l I is its
us ill he II cu Ill plush ie I thu otigh i (((lii
Iiiuluiii\ 011111,11 It jut ogI tillS ('(lli( a-
U >11 iuid (()IIllIIliti iii Ii Is I )l\ ('111(1 it.

I hits I a si ( lii IstIIi,ls. us ot king

thiuoiughi tile hisit Piogu tin iii \\alied
lake, aid ust ('\tt'lided Oh ,lIi i\etage
of 530)) per i ('(hilest ioi 1 total

55,100. \lso. 5! fbi ,ti at l.lhlgelileiits
u id P1 II iiset ia plains is ('1 (' 315111 to
the ('1(1(1 hi 111(1 shuit Ins. I his is ill
I uinded hi i lie lii 1111,11 P11 )el (h is (' (ii

t lu e i\( (Ill (oi (df ('ill us s. us Ii t hi us ill

take piue huts \e,ii ((It hlle useekettd
bill (55 j ng Ii ni ksgii ing

\ hi uuhi'isii If) iii tile ( (Oif( -1 l is s is

open to til\ iestdettt ((I \\ t\OIil. IllS
('luiplosee (If tile ( lii (If \\ I\Oltl in ,III5
I ('pueselitItise (Ii liii \\i\Outt httsi-
ness.

Ii iou lie Intel isieth lIt JOhItlti3.

please ( ((lhtl( I Oil! Set t (tIl 5. Russ
\litit'u at 009—305.
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